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Whiting to Undergo Y2K Testing

PENSACOLA, Fla.- On Friday, April 9, Naval Air Station Whiting Field will become the

first Chief of Naval Education and Training (CNET) base to undergo complete testing for

complicity with Y2K.  The testing will validate the operational readiness of equipment, and

the operational capabilities outside the equipment in question.  It will focus on facility and

infrastructure items that support the core mission of CNET and its activities, training.  The

mission of NAS Whiting Field is to support the training of naval aviators as fixed wing and

helicopter pilots.   The training is performed at the two airfields at NAS Whiting and

thirteen outlying airfields located in Florida and Alabama.

According to Frank Fox, head of the CNET Y2K project office, the testing of Whiting

will “refine our plans for future testing.”  All tests of CNET bases are slated to be finished by

the end of June.

The testing team will coordinate resources, test scheduling, test execution and

document test procedures/results.  Testing will: confirm the Y2K transition compliance of

equipment that has been certified compliant by its manufacturer; confirm compliance of

systems that were originally not manufactured compliant but have since been upgraded to

compliance; determine failure modes of equipment that are noncompliant; and test official

Contingency Plans (CP) and Continuity of Operation Plans (COOP).  The CP and COOP

have been prepared in the event that a system expected to be compliant fails, which have

been drawn up for all systems in the unlikely event that such an occurrence takes place.
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